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SUBJECT: FUNERAL OF LEOPOLDO ARAGON ESCALONA; PRESS PUBLISHES 
WIDOW'S CLAIM THAT SUICIDE VENT OF VISA REFUSAL 

1 . FUNERAL CEREMONIES WERE HELD IN STOCKHOLM ON SEPTEMBER 7 
FOR LEOPOLDO ARAGON ESCALONA, EXILED PANAMANIAN OPPONENT OF 
THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES WHO COMMITTED SUICIDE THROUGH 
SELF-IMMOLATION AT THE EMBASSY ON SEPTEMBER 1 . A QUIET GROUP 

OF ABOUT 25 FRIENDS ACCOMPANIED THE BODY TO A LOCAL CREMATORIUM. 
SAME UNIDENTIFIED GROUP LATER MARCHED TO EMBASSY WHERE A 
BRIEF CEREMONY WAS HELD WHICH INCLUDED THE PLAYING OF THE 
PANAMANIAN NATIONAL ANTHEM AND LAYING OF FLOWERS ON SPOT 
WHERE ARAGON FELL. DEMONSTRATION LATER DISBANDED QUICKLY 
AND QUIETLY. 

2. STOCKHOLM PRESS CARRIED BRIEF ARTICLE SEPTEMBER 9 ON 
STATEMENTS MADE BY MRS. ARAGON IN WASHINGTON ON 
SEPTEMBER 7 TO EFFECT THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT WAS 
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RESPONSIBLE FOR ARAGON'S DEATH SINCE HE MADE THE 
DECISION TO SACRIFICE HIMSELF AFTER FAILING TO GET 
A VISA TO ENTER THE US TO CARRY ON HIS CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST THE TREATIES. ARTICLE NOTES THAT DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN ON SEPTEMBER 7 HAD INFORMED PRESSS THAT 
ARAGON HAD BEEN REFUSED VISA BECAUSE OF ASSOCIATION 
WITH COMMUNIST ORGANIZATIONS, BUT THAT REFUSAL WAS 
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UNDER RECONSIDERATION AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH. 
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